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SUBJ: PARACELS/SPRATLYS 

1. VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR PHUONG, AT HIS REQUEST, CALLED 
ON THE DEPUTY SECRETARY EEBRUARY 5 TO EXPRESS THE GVN'S 
CONCERN OVER THE PRC ATTITUDE WITH REGARD TO THE 
PARACEL/SPRATLY ISLANDS. PHUONG SAID THE GVN WAS VERY 
SURPRISED AND BAEELED AT THE CHINESE MOVE INTO THE 
PARACELS SINCE THESE ISLANDS HAD BEEN UNDER VIETNAMESE 
ADMINISTRATION EOR THE LAST TWO CENTURIES. HE ALSO NOTED 
THE CONCERNS OF OTHER SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES ABOUT 
THIS CHINESE ACTION AND ASKED WHETHER THE US COULD PROVIDE 
ANY EXPLANATION FOR THE MOVE. 

2. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY RESPONDED THAT WE DO NOT TAKE 
A POSITION ON THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THESE TERRITORIES SINCE 
THERE IS NO US NATIONAL OR SECURITY INTEREST INVOLVED. 

WHAT MOTIVATES THE ACTIONS OF PARTIES TO THIS DISPUTE 

IS FOR THOSE PARTIES TO EXPLAIN. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT 
BELIEVE THAT THE RECENT CHINESE MOVE INTO THE PARACELS 
REPRESENTS A TURN TOWARD AGGRESSIVE PRC ACTION IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA. RATHER, IT STEMS FROM A DIFFERENCE OF 
VIEW OVER SOVEREIGNTY. WE NOTE THAT THE CHINESE HAVE 
USED THE ARGUMENTS OF SELF DEFENSE IN EXPLAINING THEIR 
ACTION. 

3. PHUONG CONTINUED THAT THE GVN IS NOT ASKING THE US 
TO TAKE A POSITION ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THE DISPUTE AND 
UNDERSTANDS THE US RELUCTANCE TO DO SO. HE THEN WENT 
ON TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE SITUATIONS IN THE 
PARACELS AND THE SPRATLYS. ONLY THE VIETNAMESE AND THE 
CHINESE ARE INVOLVED IN THE PARACELS. ADDITIONAL 
COUNTRIES ARE INVOLVED IN THE SPRATLYS - I.E. THE 
PHILIPPINES AND THE ROC. MALAYSIA IS ALSO INTERESTED 

IN THESE ISLANDS AS IS INDONESIA, ALTHOUGH NOT 
OFFICIALLY. IT IS NOT ONLY A QUESTION OF POSSIBLE OIL 
DEPOSITS, IT IS A MATTER OF PRC PRESENCE. THE PRC IS 
CLEARLY SEEKING A POSITION IN THIS SOUTH CHINA SEA AREA. 

4. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY COMMENTED THAT THE SPRATLYS ARE 
QUITE FAR FROM PRC AIRBASES AND THAT THE DISTANCE BY 
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SEA FROM CHINA TO THOSE ISLANDS IS CONSIDERABLE. HE 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT OTHER COUNTRIES ARE INVOLVED IN THE 
DISPUTE AND THAT THERE WERE NO CHINESE PRESENT IN THE 

SPRATLYS. HE RELIEVED THE CHINESE WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY 
IN MAKING A CASE OF SELF DEFENSE SHOULD THEY MOVE INTO 
THE SPRATLYS. ANY SUCH MOVE, HE ADDED, WOULD BRING INTO 
QUESTION PRC RELATIONS WITH THE PHILIPPINES AND NON- 
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ALIGNED COUNTRIES. 

5. PHUONG ASSERTED THAT THE PRC CLAIM OF SELF DEFENSE 

IN THE PARACELS WAS NOT JUSTIEIED BECAUSE OF THE LONG TERM 
VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION OF THESE ISLANDS. THE GVN IS NOT 
IN A POSITION TO DRIVE THE PRC OUT OF THESE ISLANDS. 

BUT CLEARLY THIS IS AN ACT OF VIOLENCE AGAINST THE 
TERRITORY OF A SMALL COUNTRY WHICH CANNOT BE JUSTIFIED, 
ESPECIALLY WHEN THE AGGRESSOR IS A PERMANENT MEMBER OE 
THE SECURITY COUNCIL WHICH WAS CREATED EOR THE PURPOSE 
OF SETTLING SUCH DISPUTES. THE GVN WILL KEEP PRESSING 
FOR SOME TYPE OF PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT, PERHAPS THROUGH THE 
INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE OR OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
ARBITRATION. BUT THE GVN WAS AFRAID THAT THE PRC WOULD 
NOT ACCEPT THE JURISDICTION OF SUCH BODIES IN THIS 
DISPUTE. FURTHER, HE DOUBTED THAT THE PRC WOULD TREAT 
PEACEEULLY WITH THE GVN ON THIS DISPUTE SINCE THE PRC 
RECOGNIZED NORTH VIET-NAM AND THE VIET CONG, NOT THE GVN. 

6. PHUONG WENT ON TO EXPRESS CONCERN ABOUT THE PRC MPA'S 
FEBRUARY 4 STATEMENT ON THE GVN REINPORCEMENT OF THE 
SPRATLYS. HE SAID THE GVN WOULD STAND FIRM ON THE 
SPRATLYS. UNLESS THE PRC SENT FORCE, THE GVN WOULD NOT 
MOVE. HE COMMENTED THAT IF THE PRC MOVED AGAINST THE 
SPRATLYS, IT WOULD BE A MORE SERIOUS SITUATION THAN IN 
THE PARACELS. THIS WOULD CAST DOUBT ON THE POSSIBILITY 

OF DETENTE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. IF THE PRC OCCUPIED THE 
SPRATLYS, THIS WOULD PLACE THE PRC IN A BUSY OCEAN 
AREA WITH POTENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION OF ITS 
SEA BED. THE PRESENCE OF THE PRC IN THE MIDST OF THIS 
AREA WOULD BE VERY QUOTE UNCOMFORTABLE UNQUOTE TO THE 
COUNTRIES OF THE AREA. 
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7. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY REITERATED OUR POSITION AGAINST 
THE USE OP MILITARY POWER TO EFFECT TERRITORIAL CHANGE. 
HE CONCLUDED BY NOTING THAT THE PRC WOULD HAVE A GREAT 
DEAL TO LOSE AND LITTLE TO GAIN BY GOING INTO THE 
SPRATLYS. RUSH 



SECRET 



NNN 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ISLAND CLAIMS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, MILITARY OCCUPIED AREAS, TERRITORIAL CLAIMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: rowelleO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE025541 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RHWENZEL:JCM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740248/aaaabtcu.tel 

Line Count: 160 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN EA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: rowelleO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 9 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 APR 2002 by elyme>; APPROVED <27-Sep-2002 by rowelle0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PARACELS/SPRATLYS 
TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, CH, VS, PF, PG 
To: SAIGON 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




